Temporalis muscle flap for immediate reconstruction of maxillary defects: review of 39 cases.
This study evaluated the advantages and complications associated with immediate reconstruction of maxillary defects after maxillectomy and the relationship between defect tissues classification and postoperative results after using the temporalis muscle flap. In this retrospective study, the records of 39 patients who underwent immediate reconstruction surgery using temparolis myofascial flap following maxillectomy from April 1989 to February 2009 were reviewed. Demographic data, features of the disease, follow-up, outcome and complications were analysed. Patients were classified into three groups, to ascertain the influence between defect classification and functional results, aesthetic outcomes and complications in each group. Of the 39 cases, all tissue flaps survived. 5 patients underwent postoperative radiotherapy, which did not seem to influence the outcome of the reconstructive procedure. There was one case of oroantral fistula, which could easily be obturated with the prosthesis. One patient developed haematoma in the donor site 5 days after surgery. Postoperative speech was good, facial appearance was normal and ocular function remained unchanged. Postoperative aesthetic and functional results were satisfying. The temporalis muscle flap can be considered as a first-line reconstructive option for maxillary defects. Acceptable functional and aesthetic outcomes can be expected in high rates.